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WORLD NO TOBACCO DAY OBSERVED

State govt urged to implement tobacco

vendor licensing system strictly

OUR STAFF REPORTER
BHOPAL

On World No Tobacco Day, g
doctors and citizens urged the
state government to imple-
ment tobacco vendor licens-
ing system strictly to protect
public health here on Friday

According to a study, 84 per
cent tobacco vendors in the
state are giving toffee, chips
and other items along with to-
bacco products to lure young-
sters.
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The National Centre for Hu-
man Settlements and Envi-
ronment (NCHSE) , Bhopal
and Consumer Voice - a New
Delhi based NGO working on
tobacco control issues in the
state, jointly organised a con-
sultation to mark the day and
to discuss implementation of
state government’s policy on
mandating licensing for ven-
dors who sell tobacco prod-
ucts.

The event was focused to
spread awareness on health
hazards of tobacco and sensi-
tisation of various stakehold-
ers to support vendor licenc-
ing- which is an effective tool
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for tobacco control. World No
Tobacco Day 2019 is focussing
on the impact of tobacco on
the lungs of people world-
wide.

Speaking on the occasion,
Amarjeet Singh, adviser (le-
gal & projects) Consumer
Voice, New Delhi highlighted
the Global Adult Tobacco Sur-
vey 2 (GATS 2) released by
ministry of health and family
welfare in 2017. It showed 35
per cent of the adults in Mad-
hya Pradesh consume tobacco
in some form or the other.

During the panel discussion,

deputy commissioner, Bhopal
Municipal Corporation, Vin-
od Shukla, deputy director ur-
ban development and housing
OP Jha, former CMHO
Bhopal Dr SK Saxena, chief
executive AARAMBH
Archana Sahay expressed
their views.

Dr Saxena explained how
smoking and chewing of to-
bacco affects human body. He
said children in the age group
of 5to 15 are the most vulner-
able class and should be pro-
tected. He further said that to-
bacco as a cancer causing

agent should be included in
the primary school syllabus.
He also stressed upon the
need for mass education on
health hazards of tobacco.

‘While summing up the dis-
cussion director general,
NCHSE Dr. Pradip Nandi ap-
preciated the issuance of or-
ders on vendor licensing by
the Urban Development De-
partment. He expressed hope
that ULBs will implement it
in letter and spirit for saving
lives of future generations.

On the occasion five posters
were also released.
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